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Please print out.

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Walsh, Matt" <MWalsh@mapc.org>
Date: June 8, 2022 at 5:19:26 PM EDT
To: "Walsh, Matt" <MWalsh@mapc.org>
Cc: "Weyant, Elizabeth" <EWeyant@mapc.org>
Subject: Senate Budget Summary + Conference Budget Advocacy

﻿
Good afternoon, MARPA!

I hope your weeks are going well! I'm reaching out here to provide the attached
comprehensive summary of the FY23 Senate budget which I promised at the end
of last week.

As the summary and my last message note, the budget is now in conference, and
we will plan to send a letter both from MAPC and MARPA to conferees requesting
that they increase funding for DLTA to $4 million, in addition to supporting several
other key priorities noted in this summary and the House summary I sent last
month.

While the Conference budget doesn't require the same broad advocacy as the
House and Senate budgets, we would still ask that you reach out to your
legislators requesting that they voice their support to conferees for increasing
DLTA to $4 million. As a reminder, these conferees are: House Ways and Means
Chair Michlewitz, Vice Chair Ferrante and Ranking Member Smola, and Senate
Ways and Means Chair Rodrigues, Vice Chair Friedman, and Ranking Member
O'Connor.

To assist in your advocacy and in your legislators' outreach to conferees, I'm
attaching here our fact sheet on the programs. To further ease outreach, you can
refer to the lists of legislators we sent along as part of our House and Senate
advocacy efforts. If you'd like us to resend those lists, please let me know. 



If you have any questions, or there's any way in which we can be helpful, please
don't hesitate to reach out! 

Best,
Matt​

Matt Walsh (he/him)
Government Affairs Policy Analyst
Metropolitan Area Planning Council
c: (413) 559-9910
w: (617) 933-0713
Please be advised that the Massachusetts Secretary of State considers e-mail to be
a public record, and therefore subject to the Massachusetts Public Records Law,
M.G.L. c. 66 § 10. 
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We respectfully request an increase to $4 million for DLTA within 1599-0026. 


District Local Technical Assistance (DLTA) directly funds much-needed technical assistance for cities and towns. 
DLTA planning dollars help cities and towns take on necessary projects that they don’t have the staff capacity to address on 
their own, and to partner with neighboring communities to tackle shared projects with reduced administrative burden. 


State funds go even further with DLTA 


For every DLTA project a regional planning agency works on, it provides a 10 
percent funding match - meaning that funding DLTA at $4 million will support at 
least $4.4 million of technical assistance work. 


Many of the 13 regional planning agencies leverage this funding even more with 
outside funding and grant assistance, as much as doubling the amount of money 
the state provides. In FY21, MAPC secured more than five times the required 
match for DLTA-funded projects.


Questions? Contact: 
Matt Walsh
mwalsh@mapc.org


Statewide  
Impact
DLTA dollars are distributed to 
Massachusetts’ 13 regional planning 
agencies (RPAs). Nearly half of 
Massachusetts communities, including 
both cities and towns, don’t have 
professional planners to help shape 
their future economic development, 
transportation, housing, green spaces, 
and town facilities.


RPAs help Massachusetts’ 351 cities 
and towns with these essential tasks, 
providing technical assistance on 
everything from updating stormwater 
guidelines to managing data to 
preparing economic development 
plans. The technical assistance work 
of most of these RPAs is funded 
almost entirely by DLTA. 


DLTA helps municipalities unlock funding opportunities
With DLTA funding, cities and towns can plan for the long term and have 
the details of shovel-ready, shovel-worthy projects ready when federal 
competitive funding is available. 


Communities can also use DLTA to unlock state funding opportunities and 
respond to state programs. This year, DLTA has helped municipalities: 


•	 Work toward Roadmap Law emissions targets with climate action 
plans, electric vehicle strategies, and municipal aggregation plans 


•	 Build local public health capacity in alignment with the SAPHE Act
•	 Develop a toolkit to support remote and hybrid meeting engagement
•	 Help municipalities implement economic development 


recommendations from Local Rapid Recovery Plans
•	 Revise zoning codes to comply with the Legislature’s MBTA Multifamily 


Zoning provision and respond to priorities in the Housing Choice Law


DLTA is uniquely flexible. Funds can be spent on a wide variety of 
planning and implementation projects: zoning, housing production, 
economic development, conservation planning, and much more. 


Equally important: DLTA also helps cities and towns improve the efficiency 
and effectiveness of local services, and to work with their neighbors on 
planning, procurement, and services. 
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Regional Planning Agencies and COVID-19


Questions? Contact: 
Matt Walsh
mwalsh@mapc.org


DLTA helps cities and towns plan and take action:


Housing production plans


Rewrite zoning codes 


Expedite permitting


Establish development or 
conservation districts


Develop design guidelines


Regional service delivery


Regional procurement of goods 
and services


Project Examples:


Data collection and analysis


Economic development plans


Public health planning


Public safety and emergency 
response


Energy & climate resiliency plans 


Stormwater planning and 
guidelines


Open space and recreation plans
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DLTA planning dollars help 
cities and towns quickly take 
on necessary projects that they 
don’t have the staff capacity 
to address, and to partner with 
neighboring communities to 
tackle shared projects with 
reduced administrative burden. 


DLTA is unique in that it directly funds much-needed 
technical assistance for cities and towns. While it’s 
often used in conjunction with other state programs, 
it is uniquely flexible, providing municipalities with 
support to solve challenges related to the pandemic 
response, drought coordination, and more. 










